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Touring the South-
Western Finland 
Pickala - Turku - Rauma - Pickala 

Welcome to the southwestern part of Finland, the agricultural heart of 
the country.  Our trip starts from Ilpo’s & Mia’s golf-ball farm, through 
old museum roads taking weekenders to the archipelago, through 
Kemiö island, eventually leading us to Turku, the former capital of 
Finland. 

Turku is a lively university city and a city 
popular among the summer tourists. 
Located at the mouth of the river 
Aurajoki, Turku is also a busy seaside 
town and true to the city’s heritage, we 
will be staying overnight at a former 
steamship Bore, today operating as a 
hostel, located right next to the Turku 
Castle.  

 



In the evening, we will be following the river upstream on a leisurely 
walk for some 2 km to the riverside restaurant Mami, known for their 
good food, drink and casual atmosphere.  

As this is our first night together and there may be 
even more to discuss than we managed at the 
dinner table, there are also several places to wet 
one’s whistle on the riverside on the way back to 
the ship Bore. Just be mindful that we need to ride 
the following day, although we can take it a bit 
easier in the morning as the following day’s ride to 
Rauma will 
not be too 

much of a strain. Naturally those 
on a FingangStyle trip have very 
few limitations… 

Turku has also hosted Tall ships 
race a few times earlier and will 
be hosting TSR again this 
summer in July. The event 
actually starts the very night we 
leave for the Norwegian Social 
South Tour.  

The morning ride leads us first to Naantali. 
Naantali is a picturesque old town and 
home of the Moomins on the island Kailo, 
very close to the nation’s president’s 
summer house Kultaranta. Naantali old 
town harbour is a great place for an ice-
cream!  

 



Just before Naantali, we will be passing the 
dockyards where some of the world’s biggest 
cruise ships were built. We’ll be able to see 
the cranes in the distance - the ships are at 
the Caribbean for now.  

After the 
ice-cream in Naantali, we 
continue along the country lanes 
towards the Louhisaari castle, 
completed in 1655. This is the 
birthplace of one of Finlands 
national war-time heroes and 
former president Carl Gustaf Emil 
Mannerheim. Mannerheim was 

born here June 1867 and today the castle operates as a museum. 

From Louhisaari, the country lanes lead us to Rauma, famous for its 
picturesque centre with old wooden houses, a very peculiar accent 
and their signature lace, which will be available in the town shops. 
Rauma is one of the seaside towns firmly associated with the sea, 
sailors and the most famous sea-shanties or sea-songs. There actually 
is a Donald Duck cartoon on Rauma language - Rauman giälel. 

 



https://youtu.be/MKP2CfGpYYo 

Accommodation is booked at hotel Raumanlinna and weather and 
time permitting, we have an option to go an a sea cruise in the 
afternoon. Alternatively a walk in the old town is a good choice. 

Dinner is at restaurant Wanhan Rauman Kellari with optional pre/after 
drinks on the balcony. 

After enjoying Rauma, our target for the day, and our final destination, 
will be Ilpo’s & Mia’s golf ranch in Pickala. We will be riding along 
winding country lanes past some of the main sugar producing areas in 

Finland, past Säkylä, Somero and eventually 
reaching Pickala for some well deserved sauna and swim. I suspect 
some fishing is in the cards, using Ilpo’s wire fish trap, called ”katiska” - 
Minimum effort, maximum results! 

 

https://youtu.be/MKP2CfGpYYo


Approximate route: 

 

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3


